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FSC 39-C-2 PD FLYOBRPT 

Ae 1 OBJ SCMI. SHAPE AND SIZE UNKN SCML BRIGHT COLOR SCML OaSERVED 
OBJECT UNKN SCML NO OBSERVED PROPULSION Syste eM CMA EXHAUST TRALL CMA 
RED SCML SPEED AND SOUND UNKN SCML NO MANEUVERS OBSERVED SCML MOVED 
FROM NORTHEAST OF LYLE CMA WASH PD TO A POSITION OVER ROWENA CMA ORE PD 
O8J VANISHED DID NOT GO BEHING CLOUDS PD 

Be OBJT SIGHTED 1925 PST 3% MAR 53 PERIODS OF TIME UNKN PD 

C. OBJ WAS OBSERVED VISUALLY FROM THE GROUND PD WITH & power GLASSES PD 
De OBSERVER SIGHTED O8J AT LYLE CMA WASH PD 45 DEG 42 MIN NORTH 121 DEG 
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16 MIN WEST PD 


. HSU SCML SPEED AND SOUND UNKN SCML NO MANEUVERS OBSERVED SCML MOVED 

FROM NORTHEAST OF LYLE CMA WASH.PD TO A POSITION OVER ROWENA CMA ORE PD 
~~ 

OBJ VANISHED DID NOT GO BEHING CLOUDS PD 

Be OBJT SIGHTED 1995 PST 32 MAR 53 PERIODS OF TIME UNKN PD 

C. OBJ WAS OBSERVED VISUALLY FROM THE GROUND PD WITH 8 POWER GLASSES PD 


D. OBSERVER SIGHTED OBJ AT LYLE CMA WASH PD 45 DEG 42 MIN NORTH 121 DEG 
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Ee OBJ OBSERVED PASSED FROM NORTH TO SOUTH AT AN AZIMUTH ELEV OF 4% 
DEG PD 

F. MR 
BE JUDGED PD 


CMA WAS PD RELIABILITY OF INFO SUBMITTED CANNOT 


G. WEATHER IN GENERAL AREA SCAT CLDS BASES APPROX 4925 FEET VSBY 
UNRESTRICTED SCML WNDS ALOFT SCML 284 DEG 25K 12023 FEET SCM 322 DEG 
39K 202929 SCML 5323 DEG 52K 39692 SCML FEET PD 
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He MOBY DICK WEATHER  imscibiinl MQ DA BEING PLOTTED aN en 
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VICINITY AT shaded pst PD 


i. NO PHOTOGRAPHS OR FRAGMENTS AVAILABLE PD 
J. INTERCEPTION ACTION ATTEMPTED UNKN PD | ire 

Ke AIR TRAFFIC SCML TWO CIVIL AIRCRAFT SOUTH AND WEST BOUND FROM 
YAKIMA CMA WASH PD TO PORTLAND CMA ORE CMA SCML ON JET INTERCEPTER 

CN PATROL IN VICINITY OF THE DALLES CMA ORE PD AT 1845 PST 35829 FEET. 
Le INFO WAS RECD FROM THE DALLES INSAC VIA TELETYPE AND FROM SEATTLE 
ARTC VIA INTERPHONE PD 
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‘2 observer 2h Tyla, “asiington et cht ed a Lorri L git colored object, ab 1905 oor 
3) vorek 1953. Cojeet moved southward from Vortheast of Tyle to the vielaity o 
Fowena, Cragom, then vanishedes 
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Flight Service, “iS mcr 
3500 Newark Street, HN. '' UNCLASSIFIED, 
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whe following teletype roocort was reesived from McChord Flicht Service Conter, 
hechort Ay Gage, Tacema, ashingtons ont 


FOG 30=0=2 

@ Ona objects shape and sice unknowns bericht colors chserved object unknown} 
no observed prorulsion system, exhaust broil, reds speed anc sound timown; no 
taneuvyers 2oserved; moved from Uortheass 1°. lyle, washington to a position over lowena, 
Oregon. Coject vonished aid not so behind clouds. 

be Cojact sizhted 1905 °°? 30 Varch 1953, veriods of time unknowm, | 

Ge Cdiect was observed viemally fron the ground, with oicht rover classes. : 

d. “Sbhserver sishted object at iyle, “ashington. 15° 10% North 120° 15! ‘rest. 

Ge Chject observed passed from North to fouth at an azimbh elevation of |,0° 


it. EE Te: ivla, ‘aghineton. FPeliability of information snomitted 
cameos be judzode 


es. “eather in ceneral area scattered clouds bases aporncimately L000 feet 
vinibiiity unresbricteds winds aloft 280° 25 knets ab 10,000 feebs 300° 50 knots at 
20,950 Zoets 320° 59 knots at 30,000 fers, 


; he Moby Dick weaticr balloon 12 TA being plctted in sceneral vicinity cat 
2900. PST, 


4, No photographs or frogments «vallable.s 
je Interesption action attempted urkncwn 


fom ¥ akinmay 


ke Air trafficg two civil aircraft South ond “cst bound fr 
fcinity of che 


Yashington to Portland, Ovezgong one jct interceptor on pxtrol in v! 
Dalles, Oregon, at 18)5 PST 35,000 feet. | 


1. Information was received from The Dalles Interstate Alrvacrs Covmunicat ions 
station via teletyre ard from Seattle Air Route Traffic Control cester via interphone, 


Comments of Preparing Officer: 

1. Iyle, Jashington is located on the liorth side of the Columbia River, spproxtie 
mately six and one half miles Northwest (330° true dearing) of The Talles, Crerone 
Rowena, Cregon is located across the Columbia River from Lyle (1.5 miles, tre bearing 
190°) 


2, There is a Moby Dick ballcon launching site nt Chehalis, “eshington, which is 
Ll), miles Northwest (true bearing 310°) of lyle. A balloon lminched from this site, 
affected by the winds aloft indicated in the ressega, would have ccsased near the Iyvie 
area, az indicated by the message. Ualloon would hove been at an alSitude which would 
render en estinate of ita course hy a ground observer at least unreliable, !xperience 
has proven that a balloon at altitude can be casily lost when using sissses in a manner 
which leads to a belief that it has burst or di seppeared. 
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
Howanp L. Bevis, President 
COLUMBUS 10 


EMERSON McMILLIN OBSERVATORY 


19 May 53 


ist Lt. Robert Olsson 
“right-Patterson AFR. 


Dear Lt. Olsson; 


This is a belated report on the last batch which I received at 
the end of April. 


Just as soon as our plans for suhayine Miss Gluck officially 
go through » 1 shall be able to send you a sheet with comments on’ each individual 
case, so that you will have my comments on each folder. The letter method xx 
has obvious drawbacks. But until that time comes and she can handle my typing 
and completion of forms, I had better stick to this letter method. 


In this latest batch we have only | really interesting cases. I 

might mention a 5th, 28 March 53, Scott AFB, which is the lst report I've 
seen of an honest to goodness mirage. 6 Cases have only one observer and I'M 
following my usual rule of discounting those. 

8 April was a meteo 

The Great Fallq~3 April) case was Venus if reported timed was in 
error. —— 

28 March Albrook AFB was pr/obably Venus, 

31 Varch Honshu, and 30 March Lyle 9 Washe, are puzzling but could 
possibly have been balloons. 

The-8-April Greenland case was an obvious meteor. 

This brings us to the interesting cases: 

25 March San Antonia could hardly have been a mirage and I'm surprised 
there was no radar pickup. “las there any aircraft like helicopters that mit 
explain this. Anything more come in on this one? Don't think this is food enough 
for a pinch-bottle but it should be listed as Nocturnal meandering Li oht. 

29 Narch Spooner, “iscs Duration times needs cha@cking here, Herd to 
to believe that object could have done all that in 15 seconds, An interesting case 
and one of the regular questiongr¥es should be sent to Mr. Cilette. 

Next is the 12 April Stead AFB, I think this is the most, interesting 
case of the batch, and I hope you receive more dope on it. Questionaires should be 


sent.I'd like to see Menzel explain this one} Is there any possibility thatthese could 


have been airena nt? Appa: ly ducks have been elininated. 

(As Sor-the @6 Haben, Equasseur AFB although Mi, the data are Qcon- 
tradictroy a insuffici Perhaps this was a helicopter? We ought to iccz# have 
much more information on this one. Has this been received? 
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